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New country added to Rotary map
By Ryan Hyland
Rotary International News -- 11 September 2008

KIRIT Governor Jack Davies of District 9220
presents the Rotary Club of Kiritimati charter
certificate to club president Ruta Uatioa.
Photo by Sharon Maybee

Members of the first Rotary club in theisland
nation of Kiribati spent aweek in August
celebrating its charter.

On 11 August, Rl General Secretary Ed Futa,
on behalf of the Rl Board, approved a charter
for the Rotary Club of Kiritimati, Line
Islands, Republic of Kiribati, adding another nation to the more than 200 countries
and geographical areas on the Rotary map.

"Rotary will have an important and positive impact on improving the lives of
peoplein Kiritimati (formerly Christmas Island),” says club president Ruta
Uatioa. "Rotary represents |eadership, something we are excited to adopt here."

The 35-member club, along with guest Rotarians from District 9920 and the
United States, held itsfirst official club meeting on 23 August, the kickoff to the
weeklong festivities. As part of the week's programming, Kiritimati club members
visited schools and hospitals to assess potential projects.

Participating in the activities were members of the Rotary Club of Commerce
City, Colorado, USA, who led multiple World Community Service (WCYS)
projects on Kiritimati and were instrumental in introducing Rotary to the islands.

George Maybee, a member of the Commerce City club, has vacationed with his
wife, Sharon, on the island for years. During atrip in 2006, Maybee became
convinced his club should get involved with helping people there.

A year later, the club launched a multiphase WCS project consisting of improved
medical care, water quality, and educational opportunities.

The club then joined efforts with Past District 9220 Governor Warwick Pleass,
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who was already working with RI to get a club chartered in Kiribati. Maybee and
members from the Rotary Club of Suva East, Fiji, made severa tripsto Kiritimati
to help aprovisional club.

Island nation

Kiribati (pronounced KEER-ah-bhass) consists of 33 islands scattered across
2,400 miles of the Pacific Ocean, with a population of more than 105,000. The
three main groupings are the Gilbert Islands, Phoenix Islands, and Line Islands.

In 1995, Kiribati drew international attention when it petitioned to change the
International Date Line, which divided the nation into two time zones. The entire
nation now lies west of the date line, which zigzags around the easternmost
islands.

Kiribati gets alarge portion of itsincome from overseas, including fishing
licenses, development assistance, and tourism.

"Our people are used to being on the receiving end of help,” says Uatioa. "With
thefirst Rotary club here, our members can now be on the giving end.”

Projects in the works for the Kiritimati club include completion of upgrades to the
Banana Village Medical Clinic; construction of working toilets for all six schools
on theisland; distribution of dictionaries provided by the Rotary Club of Brighton
Early, Colorado; and distribution of toothbrushes and toothpaste.

"The futureis bright; Rotary can surely look forward to a glowing success with
the Kiritimati club, as well as an additional club in Kiribati," says Maybee. "I'm
very much looking forward to seeing the Kiribati flag at the RI Convention in
Birmingham."
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PAST PRESIDENTS

John Thompson - 1989
Ron Harden - 1990

Herb Jones - 1991
Warren Ratchford — 1992
Lenny Pye - 1993

Lamar Allen - 1994
David Atkins — 1995
Charles Williamson - 1996
Wendel Wilson - 1997
Tommy Allen - 1998

Ken Lee — 1999

Carolyn Sanders - 2000
Lamar Crosby - 2001
Dennis Webb - 2002
Jeff Kublin — 2003

Rick Sebastian — 2004
Judy Quinney - 2005
Talbert Edenfield - 2006
Jerry Smith - 2007

Attendance for 9/11/2008 Meeting

Attendance: 86.22%
Guest Speaker

Roy & Peach Hubbard, Salty
Dawg Tours

Guest of Members

Rick Sebastian, guest of
Karen Tanksley
Marcus McBride, guest of
Laura Hendrix

Guest of the Club

None

Visiting Rotarians

Floyd Smith, Effingham
Sunrise

Leave of Absence

None

Members Absent

Lamar Allen (3) Lamar Crosby (2)
Lane Robertson (1) Jerry Smith (1)
Stan Sparks (1)

A Good Rotarian Makes up Missed
Meetings

Tommy Allen, Effingham Sunrise Golf
Tournament

Talbert Edenfield, Board Meeting

Jeff Kublin, Pooler, Savannah Sunrise,
Savannah West

Sandy Martin, Wheelchair Ramp Project
Adrian Meeks, Wheelchair Ramp Project
Barbara Oglesby, Effingham Sunrise
Jim Scott, E-Club

Tracy Soles, Wheelchair Ramp Project
Karen Tanksley, Board Meeting

Upcoming Events

September 26" — Tailgate Party

October 22™ — District Governor Kenan Kern meets with the Board of Directors
October 23" — District Governor Kenan Kern, guest speaker

November 13" — Nominating Committee Report Due

December 11™ — Board and Officers for 2009-2010 Nominated

February 3, 2009 — High School Speech Contest




WiLL WATT FELLOWS

Lamar Allen
Tommy Allen
Herb Jones

Kay Jones

Jeff Kublin
Lenny Pye
Carolyn Sanders
Leland Sanders
Rick Sebastian
Jerry Smith

John Thompson
Charles Williamson

Ray Zittrouer

PERFECT ATTENDANCE
Herb Jones 27 years
Lamar Allen 18 years
Tommy Allen 12 years
Jeff Kublin 8 years
Jim Scott 8 years
Talbert Edenfield 7 years
Lainie Jenkins 7 years
Leland Sanders 6 years
Jerry Smith 6 years
Karen Tanksley 6 years
Patrick Finley 5 years
Barbara Oglesby 4 years
Mark Winters 4 years
Dan Burkhalter 4 years
Adrian Meeks 1 year
Carolyn Sanders 1 year

PAuL HARRIS FELLOWS

Lamar Allen Tommy Allen
David Atkins Lamar Crosby
Talbert Edenfield Ron Harden
Jane Hughes Lainie Jenkins
Herb Jones Jeff Kublin
Ken Lee Lenny Pye
Ann Purcell Judy Quinney
Warren Ratchford Carolyn Sanders
Rick Sebastian Wendell Sikes
Jerry Smith John Thompson
Dennis Webb Charles Williamson
Wendel Wilson Leo Wuori
Mary Zittrouer

Sustaining Rotary Foundation Members
Dan Burkhalter Patrick Finley
Jeff Kublin Adrian Meeks
Robert Nelson Lane Robertson
Jim Scott Jerry Smith
Stan Sparks Karen Tanksley
Dennis Webb Mark Winters

MAKE UrP PLACES NEAR
EFFINGHAM COUNTY

Effingham Sunrise — Tues., 7:30 AM at Guyton
Christian Church

Glennville — Wed., 12:00 PM at Glennville Garden
Club

Hinesville — Tues., 12:30 PM at Western Sizzlin
Pooler — Wed., 7:30 AM at Spankys Westside
Richmond Hill — Thurs., 12:30 PM at Holiday Inn
Savannah — Mon., 12:30 PM at Desoto Hilton
Sav. South — Tues., 12:30 PM at Carey Hilliard’s
Banquet Hall

Savannah East — Fri., 12:30 PM at Desoto Hilton
Savannah West — Wed., 12:30 PM at The Hyatt
Sav. Sunrise — Thurs., 7:30 AM at The First City
Club

Skidaway Island — Wed., 7:15 AM at Plantation Club
Statesboro — Mon., 1:00 PM at Forest Heights CC
Statesboro Downtown — Thurs., 7:15 AM at R.J.’s
Sylvania — Thurs., 12:30 PM at R & D Seafood
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